Unit 11

Root words,

root letters

The root letters of an
Arabic word are

The root word is
sometimes referred to
simply as the root.

sometimes called radicals. |

|
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There are a few words in
the Qur'an meaning ‘to
make’ or ‘to create’. Each
has a precise meaning
which is often not
conveyed in English
translations.
bada’a - means to begin
or originate;
bara’a - means to bring
into existence from
nothing;
khalaga - has the sense of
to bring into existence for
the first time and define
the nature and
disposition of what is
created.
fatara - means to
originate. It has the basic
meaning of to break or to
split.
ja'ala - has the sense of to
make and has a wide
variety of meanings
including to appoint or to
change something.

The following words
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are used only for Allah.

Most Arabic words have three main letters. These are called root letters.
The simplest word from these three root letters has the meaning of he + the
past tense.

The word 31> means 'He created'.
The root letters in 3> are (& J c - = is a root word. It only has root
letters.

New words grow like a tree from the root words. Letters are added to the root
and vowels and signs are added or changed to form new words.

Letters may be added:

i before the first root letter, as in: " :
ii.  between the root letters 5.}\_;
i after the last root letter \;L/L;’-
iV. by doubling letters (using a shaddah) d~)\;-
V. by a combination of the above. é/)}\e;-l/

Letters used for adding to the root word are:
L§ 9 A d (t d B 8 C.'J\ T

These letters, apart from the ta' marbutah &, are contained in the word

. 88z

“}-o.:_ﬁ_w which means "You asked me about them’. Soon we hope you will

P

understand how one word in Arabic can mean so much.

Words are formed from the root word according to a variety of word patterns.
You can often tell the meaning of a word from the word pattern. We will see

o oo

how this happens as we go along. But let us go back to 3> .
= means 'He created'.

The pronoun 'He' is built into the form of the verb 3> . So usually there is no

need for a separate word for 'He'.

Arabic is a language of patterns and if you can match one pattern to another,
you can get some idea of the meaning of a word. Other verbs with different
root letters but which have the same pattern as él;— may also mean 'He + the

past tense'. Therefore:
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J—~=>  Hemade. J=>

The middle root letter in 3> has a fat-hah.
In some root words, the middle root letter has a kasrah, for example:

- - P - -

J-:J* He worked. V.E.C— He knew. ::, N

In a few cases, the middle root letter has a dammah, for example:
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He entered. CJ} He went out.

He heard.
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It was great S Itwas plentiful.
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Added Letters

2 f

OJCJ

3

3

|
-

doubled J
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| turned to 9

Read the following from right to left, starting from the root words in Arabic.
In the column ‘Words from Root Words’, note the letters which are added to the root words.

Words formed from Roots Words

eaten

you (pl.) command

congregation

leaving, exit

Creator

they (pl.) enter
place of prostration
| he taught
They ask forgiveness
of Him

straight

book, scripture
disbelievers

place

death

helpers
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Root Words
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JS\ he ate

~ /z

J_.o‘ he commanded
C«_q- he gathered

CJ.}- he went out

él.&- He created
Jd—b he entered

J>ww he prostrated

v.\.o he knew
J_a_§ he forgave

(:G he stood

S hewrote

7_;:5 he disbelieved

OIS he was

< le he died

s he helped

Note: The alif in =Us is turned intoa s in w4

-

The alif in fLS isturned intoa (s in R
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