Unit 14

The verb:
past tense,

singular, dual
& plural

To conjugate a verb is to

show its various forms for |

the singular, dual and
plural - masculine and
feminine, in a particular
tense.

Faith and good works

Faith and good works are
frequently mentioned
together in the Qur'an. It
is not sufficient to believe
in God. Belief has to be
supported and confirmed
by righteous action.
Noone lives in a vacuum.
Either one does good
deeds, or remains idle
and lazy, or does wrong
and evil deeds.

The words
oyt Ay

- those who ‘have
believed and done good
works’ (lines 11 & 12
opposite) occur more
than fifty times together
in the Qur’an.
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Below is a chart with the complete conjugation of the verb L,::_/i in the past
tense. To conjugate a verb is to show its various forms.

In the past tense, all changes to the verb are made by adding suffixes to the root
word.

The suffixes tell who did the action. For example, the suffix ’c) indicates 'l' and
the suffix \: indicates ‘We'.

You may use the chart below as a reference. You are not expected at this stage

to remember all the endings of the verb in the past tense before going on.
However, the sooner you know them the better.

Plural Dual Singular
s s Wit
they wrote | j_,;:_i they wrote L.;:S he wrote &-«—5 3.m.
s . ~irih oIt
they wrote =y~ they wrote l:;_ij she wrote &:M-:—g 3.f
> 8 o0 s -8 5 - s e e
you wrote NP you wrote L«I_.:L.S you wrote C;....ZS 2m.
48 e o Tagac
you wrote — you wrote LQ:—;:.S you wrote C;.._:LS 2.5
o ne = 5 7o
we wrote L-:S we wrote L_.ﬁ | wrote CM-:—S 1.m & f.

From the above chart, you will see that verbs are classified according to:

i. Number - singular, dual or plural

ii. Gender - masculine or feminine

iii. Person - 3rd, 2nd or 1st person.

(They are also classified according to tense (e.g. past or present), voice (active
or passive) and mood - but we will explain what these mean later.)

Number

We already know from Section One, that words in Arabic can be singular, dual
or plural. Singular refers to one, dual refers to two, and plural refers to more
than two. This applies to verbs as well.

In the last Unit, we dealt with the singular forms of the verb in the past tense.
The dual forms do not occur very frequently. The verbs in lines 2 and 5 opposite
are dual.

In the plural of the past tense, notice that there is an alif written, but not

=S

wrote. In the Madinah Mus-haf, a small circle is placed above this alif to show

pronounced, at the end of the masculine, 3rd person form: they

that it is not pronounced.

P

Notice the difference in pronunciation and meaning between u._:5 they (f.)

P

wrote, and L_xS we wrote.
Hint: The verbs in the second person past tense all have the same endings as

their respective separate pronouns.. Repeating each verb with its pronoun may
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help in memorizing, e.g.
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- 3 - ‘/} }u. A
He made darkness and light. 6: 1 )_}.'Jb Col L]l J.co- 1

S8 s

They both made partners unto Him. 7: 190 GL{J..» 45 )&a}- 2

And they made partners unto God. 13:33 G\SJJ& alJ ‘}.Lvo.-j 3
' And He found you wandering and guided LSJ..@.B yu .J.J.>-j 9 4
' (you). 93:7

zZ 7r L s s

And they (both) found one of Our servants (lit. LJL& U" ‘.J..& ‘Jo-j 9 5
a servant from Our servants). 88: 65

> 8y s B
They found their merchandise. 12: 65 v_@.’.’.C«L..a; \j.):;j 6
The messenger has believed. 2: 285 dj"“’jj‘ u,o‘cv 7m
| > } w } s 7
' Surely, | believed in your Lord. 36: 25 V.g_tj» Conls w‘ 8
‘ I
| Our Sustainer! We have believed... 5: 83 L_A‘Cv L_s ’) 9m
\
' What have they created of the earth? 3s: 40 JY‘ U’° b.a.la- \JLA 10m
A i
' And those who have believed... \j..o\c« u.»..ﬂb MNm
| oA V% 8 -
...and have done good works... C)LzL_.p.S‘ ‘).Lq.&j 12
‘.5 <78 - ,9// e aé
...those are the companions of Paradise. 2: 82 4._>J‘ ] N dl.?_b\ 13
s s Sg - S -
And those who have disbelieved and denied L.aL’ L; ‘y JS} \ijs u.:.LSb 14m
| Our signs...
| .8 o €7 412
| ...those are the companions of the Fire. 2: 39 )U‘ ool &J)‘ 15

Notes for text above 9’“3?‘} /Q.?J _wns |y - O company of jinn and

P 1

mLine 7: Theverb :yls in line 7 is a Form IV verb; mankind!

other past tense forms of this verb occur in lines 8, 9 Otherwise, the nominative is used: a single dammah

and 11. ) - for words in the singular e.g.

mLine 9: The word ;/) is accusative. In | }J::,:., L; , O Muhammad!

addressing someone, the accusative is used: : mLine 10: The preposition :J.o -is translated as ‘of".

(i) Wh/en the word has an attached pronoun as in ‘ mlines 11 & 14: u..Jj\ those who is the masculine
\:_:; Our Sustainer! | plural of Lg..U\ the one who.

(ii) when it is followed by a word in the genitive, e.g.
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