Unit 37

More on
accusative
endings

The word JL’- means

condition or
circumstance. The word
is used in Arabic
grammar for the
condition or the
circumstance at the time
when the action of the
main verb is taking
place. The hal is often
expressed by a noun in
the accusative.

They leave you standing
While the noble Prophet,
peace be on him, was in
the middle of a Friday
khutbah, a trade caravan
arrived in town. The bulk
of the congregation
heard the commotion and
rushed out of the mosque
leaving the Prophet
standing (line 8 opposite)
and preaching.

The incident shows that
even true believers are
sometimes prone to
overlook religious
obligations and go for
‘worldly gain’ or ‘a
passing delight’. In what
follows, the Qur'an
reminds us that ‘what is
with God is better than
all leisure and all trade’.

We have already learnt that the accusative is used as a direct object of a verb.
We also have had some examples of the accusative being used as adverbs of
time and manner.

In this Unit, we give some more examples of the ways in which the accusative is
used in Arabic.

i. Direct objects
You identify a direct object by asking 'whom' or 'what' after the verb.

ol 9 M\ 9okl J..:J\ (¥ 5 He created the night and the day, the sun and the

moon.
All the nouns in the above are in the accusative because they are direct objects.

ii. Adverbs of time
A word which has some element of time is put in the accusative to express an
adverb of time:
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at morning and evening M‘ E) OJSJ Il 5D by night and day
on the day of Resurrection :\;\;33‘ };; };;j today
during the journey of winter 9\-—“5\:11;-) ‘i\; tomorrow
iii. Hal

The word JL_> means condition or circumstance. The word is used in Arabic
grammar for the condition or the circumstance at the time when the action of
the main verb is taking glace. The hal is often eixpgefsed by a noun in the
accusative. The words sL3 while standing, and |5 =3 while sitting, in line 7
opposite are accusative and are examples of a hal construction

1

Other examples of a hgl construction is the word 4JL¢_>- as the carrier, in Surah
al-Masad and L>|).9\ in crowds, in Surah an-Nasr:
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gﬁL;J\ i & \J,aU And his wife, as the carrier of firewood. 111: 4

28 7 -

L>-\}3| W\ u.a; u} O gl They enter into the religion of God in crowds.110: 2

iv. Specification
A noun in the accusative is used to specify in which way a verb or adjective is

applied. It contains the idea of 'with regard to' or 'in'. For example, the word

LJ& below has the meaning of 'with regard to knowledge' or 'in knowledge":

k4 w

l_g.l_p ) u) My Sustainer, increase me in knowledge. See lines 10 and 11

R

opp05|te for more examples.

v. Absolute accusatives
A verbal noun in the accusative is placed after its own verb to show that an
action is fully completed:

8 o g -

)‘\...a_a.a L._L.aJ We have explalned it completely. 17:2
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)‘\.:..4.55 is the verbal noun of Jw which is a Form Il verb; notice the

8 -7 8 b R
pattern. M is called  3las Jy.m or an ‘absolute accusative’.
An absolute accusative may be qualified by an adjective to give added strength
- Zw 8

to the expression. An example of this is L‘._> > with boundless love, in line
15 opposite.

vi. Accusative for expressing aim or purpose
For examples of this type of accusative, see line 4 opposite.
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This day | have perfected for you your V.g.:b rg gJ.«S‘ rj..“ 1

religion. 5:3

e 7/7/7}/7/)’ 5 i

And Allah will judge between you on the ML.QJ‘ rja V.g.w VS’U A.UU 2

Day of Resurrection. 4: 141
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And remember the name of your Lord at )L.,a\ 9 oj.i.o g_l_:) V....»\ JSJ\ 9 3

morn and evening. 76: 25
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Then Pharoah and his soldiers pursued \jJ&j L_’u 03 ¢ 9 d}‘«}e V..@.:.._a im

them out of oppression and tyranny. 10: 90
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They exchanged God's favour for \J.GS A.U\ Ao \).U.:
disbelief. 14: 28
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And the servants of the Beneficent are L}A u.,aj}“ ‘_;\.c ijw-’ UJJJ‘ u._oJ-J.“ JL&) 6

those who walk gently on earth. 25: 63
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They remember God standing and sitting. \.sfsj Lﬁu JJ QJJSJ..{ 7
3:191 -
z 8 s
And they left you standing. 62: 11 LJU ._SJSJ.:} 8
g, 3 3
Stand up truly devout to God. 2: 238 u...;U A.U }A}ﬁj 9
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!n their hearts is_a disease and God has L.ajo I rﬂs;\}e upj,c ('-é")b {..59 10

increased them in disease. 2: 10
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If you see me | have less wealth and ‘J-Sjj YLA gi,L‘A J_e\ L,\ QJ_, Q\ M.

children than you... 18: 39

z [ g

We have explained it completely. 17: 12 Mt o\.;l_.,aj 12m
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(How is it) that We pour down water LMa ¢-L<J‘ L.....p U 13

abundantly. 8o: 25

When the earth is shaken violently. 99: 1 L/@j\:,b }UpJY$ g,JJJJ ‘;\ 14
T s
And you love wealth with boundless L,Q;- L,._>- JLJ\ Oj:?v 9 15
love. 89: 20
to wealth and children. These are two examples of
m Line 4: L;.: is an example of an accusative tamyiz.
expressing aim or purpose. (;_: has the sense of mLine 12: Literally, We have explained it an
‘out of oppression’,and |se ‘out of tyranny.  €xplaining. This is an example of an absolute
This means that Pharoah and his forces were accusative which gives emphasis to the verb and
motivated by the desire to oppress and tyrannize. shows that an action is complete. Other examples of

mLine 11: Literally, / am less than you with regard | absolute accusatives are in lines 13, 14, and 15.
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