
Qur’anic Arabic - Level 1
Unit ١٥ - Past Tense (III)
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SingularTranslationDualTranslationPluralTranslation

 they (both)هُما كَـتَبَاhe wroteهو كَـتَبَ
wroteهُم كَـتَبُواthey (all) wrote

 they (both)هُما كَـتَبتََاshe wroteه كَـتَبَتْ
wrote

they (all) wroteهُنَّ كَـتَبَْ

 you (both)أنتُما كَـتَبتُْمَاyou wroteأنتَ كَـتَبتَْ
wroteْأنتُم كَـتَبتُْمyou (all) wrote

 you (both)أنتُما كَـتَبتُْمَاyou wroteأنتِ كَـتَبتِْ
wrote

you (all) wroteأنتَُّ كَـتَبتَُّْ

we wroteنَنُ كَـتَبنَْا--I wroteأنا كَـتَبتُْ

جَعْمُثَنَّمُفْرَد

3p. m.

3p. f.

2p. m.

2p. f.

1p.
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Essentials of verbal sent.
1. Arabic verb changes according to subject : 

Masculine doer must have masculine verb 
Feminine doer must have feminine verb 

  مَـاجِـدٌ 
َٔ قَـرَا

Madjid read 

تْ  عَـائشَِةُ 
َٔ قَـرَا

‘Aisha read
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2. If  subject is a mixed group of  male & 
female ⇒ masculine verb is used 

الَْوSَْدُ وَالـْبَـنَـاتُ دَخَـلُـوْا الـْمَـدْرسََـةَ 

The boys and the girls entered the school

Essentials of verbal sent.
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3. Attached pronouns to a verb are objects 

خَـذَهُ إلَـي الـْمَـدْرسََـةِ 
َٔ ا

 He took him to the school 

ـوْقِ  خَـذَنـِي وَالـِدِي إلَـي السُّ
َٔ ا

My father took me to the market

Essentials of verbal sent.
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4. Doer of  action is usually “hidden” within 
the verb, unless specified elsewhere in 
the sentence 

5. Verb can come before or after the subject 

6. Plural verbs are only used for human

Essentials of verbal sent.
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7. If  the subject is plural but non-human, it is 
considered (grammatically) as being 

singular feminine ( َِه ) 

8. This is a very important concept in Arabic 
since there is virtually no exception to 
this rule

Essentials of verbal sent.
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8. If  the subject is a group of  humans, the verb 
will be singular if  the verb comes before 
the subject 

دَخَلَ الـرجَِّالُ فِْ الـْمَـسْـجِـدِ 
The men entered the masjid/mosque 

كَـتَـبَـتِ الـْبَـنَـاتُ الـْخِـطَاباَتَ ، ثـُمَّ خَـرجَْـنَ 
 The girls wrote the letters and then, they went out

Essentials of verbal sent.

After subject
Before subject
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8. This rule is only for 3rd person and agrees 
only in gender (not in number) 

 (sing. m.) ُذَهَـبَ الـْوَلَـد

 (pl. m.) ُدSَْو
َٔSْذَهَـبَ ا

 (sg. f.) ُذَهَـبَـتِ الـْبـِنـْت

(pl. f.) ُذَهَـبَـتِ الـْبَـنَـات

Essentials of verbal sent.
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9. If  the subject is a group of  humans, the 
verb will agree in gender & number, if  it 
comes after the subject 

الَْوSَْدُ جَـلَـسُـوْا فـِي الـْفَـصْـلِ 

The boys sat in the class

Essentials of verbal sent.

After subject
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Condition for 3rd person 
(humans)

Verb agrees  
in Gender

Verb agrees 
in Number

Verb comes before Subject ✓ ✗

Verb comes after Subject ✓ ✓

Essentials of verbal sent.
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إذَا جَـاءَكَ الـْمُـنَـافـِقُـونَ  

كَ لَـرسَُـولُ اللَّـهِۗ    قاَلوُا نـَشْـهَـدُ إنّـَ

When the hypocrites come to you, [O Muhammad],  
they say, "We testify that you are the Messenger of  Allah." 

singular verb

plural verb

plural, human

Essentials of verbal sent.
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10. Exception in Quran 

وَقَـالَ نـِسْـوَةٌ فـِي الـْمَـدِيـنَـةِ (١٢:٣٠) 
And women in the city said … 

عْـرَابُ آمَـنَّـا ۖ   (٤٩:١٤) 
َٔSْقَـالَـتِ ا

The bedouins said …

masc.femn.

femn.masc.

Essentials of verbal sent.
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10. This exception is found in Quran and other 
Classical Arabic texts 

• used for rhetoric reasons 
• when the broken plural form is used for human 
• other reasons (unclear)

Essentials of verbal sent.
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Classwork
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1 - ٤:٢١

خَذْنَ مِنكُم مِّيثَاقاً غَليِظًا 
َٔ ا

They (f.) have taken ~ from you 
~ a solemn ~ covenant

Verb past 
3p. f. pl.Object

Prep. phrase

Adj.

      أخََذَ \ يَأخُْذُ
to take
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2 - ١٢:٣١

يْنَهُ 
َٔ ا رَا فلََمَّ

And ~ when ~ they (f.) saw ~ him

Verb past 
3p. f. pl.

Object

      رأَىَ \ يرََى
to see 

Radical : ر ء ي
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3 - ١٥:٨٥

رضَْ 
َٔSْمَاوَاتِ وَا خَلَقْنَا السَّ

We ~ created ~ the heavens and earth

Verb past 
1p. pl.

Object

      خَلَقَ \ يَخْلُقُ
to create, make

follows
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4 - ٢١:٣٠

ءٍ حٍَّ ۖ   وجََعَلنَْا مِنَ المَْاءِ كَُّ شَْ

And ~ We made ~ from water 
~ every ~ living thing

Verb past 
1p. pl.

Object

      جَعَلَ \ يَجْعَلُ
to make

Prep. phrasePossession

Adj.
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5 - ٤٨:٢٥

مَاءِ مَاءً طَهُورًا  نزَلْاَ مِنَ السَّ
َٔ وَا

We send down ~ from the sky ~  
a pure water

Verb past 
1p. pl.

       أنَزَْلَ \ ينُزِْلُ
to send down, reveal 
(form IV)

Prep. phrase

Adj. Object
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6 - ٢:٢٨٥

طَعْنَا ۖ  
َٔ سَمِعْنَا وَا

We hear ~ and ~ we obey

Verb past 
1p. pl.

       سَمِعَ \ يَسْمَعُ
to hear

Verb past 
1p. pl.

       أطَاَعَ \ يُطِيعُ
to obey, submit 
(form IV)
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7 - ٢٥:٥٧ 

رسَْلنَْا رسُُلنََا باِلَْيّنَِاتِ 
َٔ لَقَدْ ا

We have already sent ~ Our messengers  
~ with ~ clear evidences

Verb past 
1p. pl.ُأرَسَْلَ \ يرُسِْل       

to send, dispatch 
(form IV)

Prep. phrase

Object

Possession

Detailed explanation 
on ْقَد in Unit 18
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8 - ١١:٩٦ 

رسَْلنَْا مُوسَٰ بآِياَتنَِا 
َٔ وَلَقَدْ ا

And ~ We did certainly send ~ 
Musa (a.s.) ~ with ~ Our signs

Verb past 
1p. pl.

       أرَسَْلَ \ يرُسِْلُ
to send, dispatch 
(form IV)

Prep. phrase

Object

Possession
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9 - ٢٨:٢٠ 

وجََاءَ رجَُلٌ 

And ~ a man ~ came

Verb past 
3p. m. s.

        جَاءَ \ يَجيِءُ
to come 

Radical : ج ي ء
Subject, s.
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10 - ١٧:٨١ 

 جَاءَ الَْقُّ 

The truth ~ has come

Verb past 
3p. m. s.

        جَاءَ \ يَجيِءُ
to come 

Radical : ج ي ء
Subject, s.
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11 - ١٢:١٩ 

وجََاءَتْ سَيَّارَةٌ 

And ~ a caravan ~ came

Verb past 
3p. f. s.

        جَاءَ \ يَجيِءُ
to come 

Radical : ج ي ء
Subject, s. f.
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12 - ٣:١٨٣ 

قَدْ جَاءَكُمْ رسُُلٌ مِّن قَبلِْ 

There have already come ~ to you  
~ messengers ~ before me 

Verb past 
3p. m. s.

Prep. phrase

ObjectSubject, pl.

Possession

        جَاءَ \ يَجيِءُ
to come 

Radical : ج ي ء
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13 - ١١:٦٩ 

ىٰ  وَلَقَدْ جَاءَتْ رسُُلنَُا إِبرَْاهيِمَ باِلبْشَُْ

And ~ certainly ~ Our messengers ~ came 
~ to ~ Ibrahim (a.s.) ~ with ~ good tidings

Verb past 
3p. f. s.

Prep. phrase

Object
Subject, pl. 

irrational

Possession

        جَاءَ \ يَجيِءُ
to come 

Radical : ج ي ء
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14 - ٦٠:١٢ 

هَا الَّبُِّ إِذَا جَاءَكَ المُْؤمِنَاتُ  يُّ
َٔ ياَ ا

O Prophet! When ~ the believing women 
~ come ~ to you

Verb past 
3p. m. s.Object

Subject, pl., f. 
exception Callee

Vocative 
particle
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15 - ٦٠:١٢ 

وجََاءَ إِخْوَةُ يوُسُفَ 
فَدَخَلوُا عَليَهِْ فَعَرَفَهُمْ 

And ~ the brothers of  Yusuf  a.s. ~ came  
[seeking food] ~ and they entered ~ upon him ; 

~ and ~ he recognized them

Verb past 
3p. m. s.

Subject, pl.

Object

Prep. phrase

Possession

Verb past 
3p. m. pl.

Verb past 
3p. m. s.

         دَخَلَ \  يدَْخُلُ
to enter, come in

         عَرفََ \ يَعْرفُِ
to know, to be familiar
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Word Revision

Questions / Info ?
Close books
Vocabulary



ab

32

Next Week

Exercise Unit 15

Du’a
لامَة مَعَ السَّ


