
Qur’anic Arabic - Level 1
Unit ١١ - Root System
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• Arabic is a semitic language 
• Arabic is based on patterns 
• All words are derived from a “root” 

word (مَصْدَر) 

• “Root” is a set of  3 or 4 consonants 
• “Root” represents a core meaning or 

concept

Arabic Root System [1/2]
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• Mostly formed from 3 radicals 
• Grammarians use ف ع  ل to denote the 3 

radicals 
• Radical = Root letter 
• Patterns are derived from the “root” 

large number of  derivatives 
• By adding أ ا ت ة س ل م ن هـ و ي 

• Eases the learning of  vocabulary

Arabic Root System [2/2]
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•Example of  patterns in English : 

•Combination of  “necess” (not regular) 
root meaning = “needing”

necessary adjective
unnecessary neg. adjective
necessitate verb
necessarily adverb
necessity noun

English ?



5

•  has 3 radicals  كَـتَـبَ 

ك - ت - ب 
• 1st ( ف كَـلمَِة ) radical = ك 
• 2nd ( ع كَـلمَِة ) radical = ت 

• 3rd ( ل كَـلمَِة ) radical = ب 
• Various words are derived from this root 
• All associated with the idea of  ‘writing’ literally or 

abstractly
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Root Letters

ك - ف - ر 
vs 

ف - ك - ر
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• The root word denotes the action verb in the past tense 
• It is for the 3p. sg. masc. 

•  he + wrote = كَـتَـبَ 

•  he + created = خَـلَـقَ 

•  he + made = جَـعَـلَ 

•  he + did = فَـعَـلَ 

•  he + knew = عَـلـِمَ 

•  he + drank = شَـربَِ 

•  it + was great / big = كَـبُـرَ 

• it + was good = حَـسُـنَ 

How to translate ?

Root Letters ?

ك ت ب
خ ل ق
ج ع ل
ف ع  ل
ع ل م
ش ر ب
ك ب ر
ح س ن

Note :  

• The 1st and 3rd radicals 
always take fat’ha 

• The 2nd radical may take 
either fat’ha, kas’ra or 
dam’ma 

• “Root words” having       
 in it, may have ي or و or ا
different “root letters” 
More when we do weak/
irregular verbs
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Study of ْصَرف (morphology)

Root

Noun

Underivedجَـامِـد

مَـصْـدَر

اسِْم

Derivedمُـشْـتَـق

Declinableمُـعْـرَب Indeclinable مَـبـْنِ

Nouns which are neither derived 
from any word nor any word is 
derived from it 
 ⇐ رجَُل ، بنِتْ ، فرََس ، حَِار ، زَيدْ ، هذا

Fully Declinableِمُـتَّصَّف Partially Declinable ْف مَمَـنُوع مِنَ الصَّ

⇐ فِ ، لكَِن ، هذا ، هو ، الي ، أينَ

majority of⇐ مَسَاجِد ، فوََاكهِ ، سَكْرَان ، اخَُر ، اجََْع ، ابِرَْاهيِم  words

⇐ زَيدْ ، بlَِل ، ابِرَْاهيِم ، إسْحَاق

There are also several derived 
patterns for the Verb
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ك ت ب

Derivatives
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Derivatives

خ  ل ق
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ع  ل م

Derivatives
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• Some Root words have 4 radicals
Root Letters

ز - ل - ز - ل زَلزَْلَ
و - س - و - س وسَْوسََ
ك - ر - ك - ر كَرْكَرَ
ع - ر - ق - ل عَرْقلََ
ت - ر - ج - مترَجَْمَ
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• Learn vocabulary quickly 
Memorize only the “root” meaning 
Learn the meaning of  derived patterns 
Adding letters to the base “root” 

• To use Arabic dictionary 
like Hans Wehr / Milton Cowan 
it is based on “root”

Usage
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Word List 1
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• Root (or Verb) is written as : 

خَلقََ \ يـَخْلقُُ 
he creates      /      he created 

or simply “ to create ”

How words are written ?
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Classwork
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• A single word in Arabic can convey much  
• That’s the beauty of  this language 

لـْتُمُوْنيِهَْا 
َٔ سَا

You (pl.) asked me about them/it

Enriched meaning

• Verb ََسَأل (to ask) 

• Subject Pronoun  
     (doer of  the action) 
• Object Pronoun 1 
• Object Pronoun 2
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Classwork [1/2]
Root WordRoot Letters

 كَـلَ
َٔ ء ك لا

مَرَ
َٔ ء م را

ج  م عجََعَ
خ  ر جخَرَجَ
د خ  لدَخَلَ
س ج  دسَجَدَ
ع  ل م عَلمَِ
غ  ف رغَفَرَ
ق و مقاَمَ
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Classwork [2/2]
Root WordRoot Letters

ح  ب بحَبَّ
ك ف ركَفَرَ
ك و نكَنَ
م و تمَاتَ
ن ص رنصَََ
ظ ن نظَنَّ

د ع  ودَعَـا 
ر م يرَمَ
خ  ش يخَشَِ
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Homework
Unit 9 & 10
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Word Revision

Questions / Info ?
Close books
Vocabulary
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Next Week

Exercise Unit 10

Du’a
لامَة مَعَ السَّ


