
Qur’anic Arabic - Level 1
Unit ٢٥ - Imperative
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Today’s lesson

• Hans Wehr Dictionary 

• Imperative 

• Classwork Unit 25
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Hans Wehr Dictionary

• 4th Ed. — edited by Cowan (soft copy) 

• Modern Arabic vs. Classical Arabic ? 

• Arranged by Root letter (order) 

• Root word is broken into lexical data 

• Search verb  َف ت ح ⇒ فَتَح
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; separates the definitions — هـ is for non-living

Hans Wehr Dictionary
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First 3 : Information about the ٌبَاب (pattern) :

 فـَعَـلَ \ فـَعِـلَ \ فـَعُـلَ•

 يـَفـْعَـلُ \ يـَفـْعِـلُ \ يـَفـْعُـلُ•
is for living ه

Hans Wehr Dictionary



ab

6

• Search verb حسب and explain

Example
of multiple

أبَوَْابُ
(patterns) 
for a single
Root :
after —

Hans Wehr Dictionary
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• Search ءَاخر and explain

2 indicates
it is 
diptote
no تـَنـْوِيـْن
no َكَـسْرة 
(indefinite)

Hans Wehr Dictionary
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Different 

أوازَْاَن
(forms) are 
shown by
Roman nº

Notice
Verbal Noun
for Form I 
only is
mentioned
why ?
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مَـــرفْـُوع
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مُـضَـــارِع أمَْـــرمَـــاضِـي

فِـعْـلٌ

PastPresentImperative

مَـجْـزوُممَـنصُْـوب
IndicativeSubjunctiveJussive
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 Imperative - أمَْـــر

• Only 2nd person & verb agree with subject 

• Formed from Jussive : 
1. remove prefix 
2. if  1st radical is Saakin 

add (هَمْزةَ الوَصْل) ٱ ⇒ not pronounced 
vowel depends on 2nd radical : 

if اُ   2nd radical has ُ 

else it is ِا
 وَٱكْـتُـبْ

waktub
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Uses of Imperative 

• 3 main uses in modern Arabic : 

1. Give a direct command ( ٌمْر
َٔ  ( ا

Only 2nd person (s.o. present) 

2. Supplication ( ٌدُعَء ) 

هُٰمَّ ٱغْفرِْلِ وٱرحَْنِْ   ٱللَّ
3. Make a request ( ٌطَلَب ) 

meaning refers to future mostly
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Indirect command ?

• If  a « command » is given to 1st and 3rd p. 

1. Use ِل (imp.) and Jussive 

ٰـذَا ٱلْيَتِْ   فلَـْيَعْبُدُوا رَبَّ هَ
So let // them // worship // 

the Sustainer // of  // this // House 

wish or command
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Imperative from ْتـَكْـتـُب

Plural Dual Singular

تـَكْـتُـبُـوا تـَكْـتُـبَـا تـَكْـتُـبْ
اكُْـتُـبُـوا اكُْـتُـبْ
تـَكْـتُـبـْنَ اكُْـتُـبَـا تـَكْـتُـبـِي
اكُْـتُـبـْنَ اكُْـتُـبـِي

• 2nd person

m.

f.

J.

I.

J.

I.

⇓
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Imperative from ْتـَجْعَـل

Plural Dual Singular

تـَجْعَـلُـوا Wَتـَجْعَـ تـَجْعَـلْ
اجِْعَـلُـوا اجِْعَـلْ
تـَجْعَـلـْنَ Wَاجِْعَـ تـَجْعَـلـِي
اجِْعَـلـْنَ اجِْعَـلـِي

• 2nd person

m.

f.

J.

I.

J.

I.

⇓

14



ab

Imperative from ْتـَغْـفِـر 

Plural Dual Singular

تـَغْـفِـرُوا تـَغْـفِـرَا تـَغْـفِـرْ
اغِْـفِـرُوا اغِْـفِـرْ
تـَغْـفِـرْنَ اغِْـفِـرَا تـَغْـفِـريِ
اغِْـفِـرْنَ اغِْـفِـريِ

• 2nd person

m.

f.

J.

I.

J.

I.
15

⇓
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Other Imperatives

• Weak verbs : 

كُــنْ ، قُــلْ ، كُــلْ ، قُــمْ  
Stand ! ; Eat ! ; Say ! ; Be !  

دْعُ ، فـِـرِّ 
ُٔ زدِْ (زيِدِي) ، رَ (رَوْا ؛ رَيْ) ، سَــلْ ، ا

Flee ! ; Call ; Ask ! ; See ! ; Increase !
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Classwork
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Next Week

Exercise Unit 25 

Du’a 
لامَة مَعَ السَّ


